
December 18, 2021 

 

 

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas & a Happy Healthy New Year 



 

 

 



 

 



 

The fourth and final Sunday of Advent in 2021 will be on Sunday, December 19th. Advent is the season 

ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŜŀƎŜǊƭȅ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ 

ways we can cultivate a sense of holy anticipation this Advent. The fourth Sunday of Advent we 

meditate on the peace that Jesus brings our hearts and our world. Scripture is the place we can find the 

promises of God. Let us meditate on these truths and allow them to comfort our hearts this Advent 

season! 

 

н ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŀƴǎ оΥмс ǎŀȅǎΣ άbƻǿ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

ǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦέ 



¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜέ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ 

baby. God knows that we are in a constant battle against fear! Fear wants to cripple us, to push us to 

react rather than carefully respond, and fear steals our joy. God has given us the gift of peace so we can 

live joy-filled lives! 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ unexplainable peace would be evident in your heart and 

ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƘŀƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƎǊŀō ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƻƴǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΦ aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴǘƻ a 

time to joyfully await our King! 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Meaning and Symbolism 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of new Christians. Christians would spend 40 days 

in prayer and fasting to prepare for the celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers. 

Over time, advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally, Christians used this term to 

ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ !ƎŜǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

that we celebrate at Christmas. Today, we celebrate Advent over the four Sundays leading up to 

Christmas each year.  

The Advent season is an invitation for us all to choose to set aside the fear and uncertainty that has 

defined 2021Φ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

season. We can also give to God the sadness that many may be feeling as many of us will need to 

observe the holiday season differently this year. This fourth Advent Sunday we are reminded that Jesus 

offers us peace in every season and nothing is impossible with him! 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƎŜƭ /ŀƴŘƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

the fact that the angels announced that Jesus came to bring peace (Luke 2:14). This week we are 

reminded that Jesus came to bring peace to our hearts and to our world! 



 

Isaiah 9:6 

άCƻǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴΣ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of PeacŜΦέ 

Matthew 1:18-24 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ōŜǘǊƻǘƘŜŘ ǘƻ WƻǎŜǇƘΣ ōǳǘ 

before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since 

he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was 

Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴΣ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨWƻǎŜǇƘΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this 

child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save 

Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦΩ !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΥ 

Behold, the virgin ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǊ ŀ ǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƘƛƳ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨDƻŘ 

ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦΩ ²ƘŜƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀǿƻƪŜΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ 

ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 



Prayers for Peace for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

A Personal Prayer for Peace 

 

/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ оΥмр ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǊǳƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ōƻŘȅ ȅƻǳ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭΦέ 

Lord, I invite your peace to rule my heart! As I end this year and reflect on your many gifts you have given 

me; let my heart be encouraged with the truth that you are a good God. I thank you for sending your Son 

to die for me. I thank you for the peace I have through you. May my words and actions be ones that 

glorify you. Amen. 



 

   

άtŜŀŎŜ L ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΤ Ƴȅ ǇŜŀŎŜ L ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ bƻǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ Řƻ L ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ [Ŝǘ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ōŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ 

 

Psalm 80:1-7 

άIŜŀǊ ǳǎΣ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ you who lead Joseph like a flock. 

You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

Awaken your might; come and save us.  

Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.  

How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder against the prayers of your people? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 

You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us. 

Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ 

 



As you light the fourth advent candle may you be filled with a peace that surpasses your circumstances. 

We can give thanks to the Lord for canceling out fear and hopelessness with the sacrifice of his Son and 

promise of ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ 

Jesus!

 

 


